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HPC is a ñKey Technologyò

ÅSupercomputers are the tool for solving most

challenging problems through simulations

ÅAccess to capability computers of leadership class is

essential for international competiveness in science

and engineering

ÅProviding competitive HPC services is a continuous

endeavor

ÅThis has been acknowledged

by leading industry nations

such as USA and Japan

since the 1990ôies



3

European Shortcomings

ÅFragmentation

ïNo sustained HPC service beyond the national scale

ÅDEISA and HPC-Europa are projects that cluster national 

resources and provide a small fraction of their capacity to 

European users

ïNo coordination of procurements

ÅLack of a strong HPC industry

ïDominance of US and Japanese companies

ïEuropean companies mainly supply the European market 

(like Bull) or occupy market niches (like Numascale AS, 

Dolphin, ParTec)

ïEurope needs an independent access to this key technology
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HPC infrastructure in Europe
The European Roadmap for 

Research Infrastructures was the 

first comprehensive definition at 

the European level

Research Infrastructures are

one of the crucial pillars of the 

European Research Area

A European HPC service ï

impact foreseen:

�ƒstrategic competitiveness

�ƒattractiveness for researchers

�ƒsupporting industrial 

development


